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Stand for Fr. Stan



SJC, TRICHY

rally for our Jesuit companion Fr. Stan in
collaboration with College, School, Parish,
Clergy and Religious of Trichy. The Vicar
General, Parish Priests, Professors from St.
Paul’s seminary, Our St. Lourdes Parishioners,
School staff, College staff, Alumni, our
well-wishers and beneficiaries took part in the
silent protest rally held at four gates of St.
Joseph's College (Parish, Residence, College
and School gates) holding placards and
banners. Around 200 people took part in this
rally near our campus. Holy Cross College
and School sisters, Servite School Sisters
from Keelaputhur and Melaputhur with their
staff members also joined us in the protest
holding the placards near the gates of their
respective campuses. The news of the protest
has appeared in the Hindu and Dinakaran
newspapers. TV news channels recorded the
event and telecasted them.
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AAC, KARUMATHUR

We, the entire Jesuit community of Arul Anandar
College along with the Human Rights Activists
Community of Madurai West, conducted a
non-belligerent protest demanding the release of
Fr. Stan and others at the entrance of the college.
About 04:00 pm, we engaged people in it by
raising slogans and singing awareness songs. N.
Nanmaran, the former MLA of CPM, presided
over the protest. The local political, panchayat
and social leaders (D. Muthuraman- DMK
Vice-chairman, Paneer Selvam- Kovilankulam
Counsellor, Pandeeswari Ellangoven-
Karumathur Panchayat leader, V P Murugan-
Chellampatty Branch Secretary, Muthu Pandi -
Coordinator of Farmers Association, Kasi
-Kannanur Panchayat Leader) supported the
protest by their speeches and presentations. CRI
of West Zone, which consists of nearly 15
congregations and priests of other religions
(Ramesh, Ammavasi and Karupusamy) extended

their support by partaking in multitude.
The teaching and non-teaching staff along with

students vibrantly participated in the p

rotest in large numbers. Issuing of pamphlets,
placards, flex, Facebook live were of great
help to spread awareness.

Social distancing was well maintained.
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De Britto, Devakottai

We the Jesuit Community here in De Britto, Devakottai with the help of our
school teachers organized the silent protest in front of our school gate to
support Fr. Stan. Along with the staff, we were able to plan out meticulously.
We expected around 25 people for the silent protest. However, it was beyond
imagination that there were more than 60 people. Fathers from Ananda
College, nearby Parish’s Parish Priests other school teachers, our
Co-workers, our school teachers and many more joined with us and stood for
Stan. We posted some posters in the compound walls, and many who passed
by our campus read the posters and showed their solidarity. Sch. Joe Praveen
composed a powerful song to express our solidarity with Fr. Stan and other
activists. Fr. Thayriam contributed the lyrics, while Sch. Santosh prepared an
apt video, and the song is now available on YouTube

(111 Tube



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQdkPRUbBpAhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQdkPRUbBpA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQdkPRUbBpA

CARMEL, NAGERCOIL

We arranged a protest in collaboration with Kottar Diocese and CRI.
About forty religious, priests and laity (only limited invitees due to
pandemic situation) actively participated. The protest took place at
Jerome College, run by the Somascan Fathers, from 11.30 am to 12.30
pm. The Vicar General of Kottar Diocese, Fr. Hilarius, presided over the
protest in which the Pastoral Centre Director cum Coordinator of the
Commissions of the Diocese, Fr. Arul Raj, explained the case and
delivered the central message. On behalf of CRI, the Superior of Holy
Cross College, Sr Sahaya Rani, and on behalf of the laity, Mrs Rosy
Mary, a teacher from Little Flower School, condemned the unjust arrest
and demanded the immediate release of Fr. Stan and 15 other social
activists. The participants supported the cause through many slogans
and some awareness songs. We passed the following resolutions:

1. We demand the immediate release of Fr. Stan
Swamy and his companions.

2. We demand to withdraw all the false cases by
NIA

3. Do not treat the social activities and the
human rights defenders like terrorists

4. We demand to protect the rights of the Tribals
and the marginalized people with proper safety

The Correspondent of Jerome College, Fr. Suvakkin, welcomed the
participants, and the Superior of Carmel Community, Fr. Xavier Raj,
proposed the vote of thanks. Fr. Maris Singarayar coordinated the
programme. Jaya Plus TV gave a report in their news on the same day
with visuals and interview by Fr. Xavier Ra;j.




Fr. Stan Lourdusamy, an activist who worked among the
Adivasi, was arrested in Ranchi. So, we, the Jesuits in Oriyur,
expressed our solidarity with Fr. Stan by organising a silent
protest in front of our campus with our co-workers. We also
posted posters on our premises.




ST MARY’S, DINDIGUL

Fr. Stan Lourdusamy (known as Stan Swamy) is an
cighty-three-year-old Jesuit missionary, belongs to Jesuit
Province of Jamshedpur. He is an effective human rights
activist, who has spent more than half of his life fightin

and voicing out for the voiceless, suppressed an
downtrodden l[l)eople arkhand. NIA (National Investigation
Agency) has arrested at 8 pm on 8 October. He has been
falsely accused to have been involved in Bhima Koregaon
case. Condemning this cruel and unjust action of Indian
Government (NIA) and demanding immediate and
unconditional release of Fr. Stan Swamy and others. The
Jesuits of South Asian Conference decided unanimously to
stand in solidarity with Fr. Stan and others who have been
arrested for a false accusation.
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ST MARY’S, DINDIGUL

Thereby, the Jesuits in Dindigul (St. &
Mary’s, Maduralaya and Beschi Illam) | "}
organized a demonstration in front of St |
Mary’s Jesuit Residence on 12 October §
from 4 to 5 pm and demanded the ;
immediate release of Fr. Stan and others.
In this demonstration, around 300 people * .
from the neighbourhood participated and expressed their solidarity. Fr. Joe
Xavier led the meeting with an overall introduction about the intention
behind this demonstration. Mr. Maria Louis and Mr. John Bosco sang a prayer
song to seek God’s blessing and guidance for the event. Fr. Aruldoss
addressed the crowd about the background context of Tribal people’s culture
and situation for which Fr. Stan worked more than 40 years. Mr. Christian
Keller (teacher), Mr. Shanmugam (Alumni Association), Janap. A. Sheik
Bakrid (District Secretary, Manitha Neya Makkal Katchi) and Sr. Josephine
(Headmistress, Panjampatty) delivered solidarity speech. Fr. Stephen Martin
gave an exuberantly thought-provoking speech about the issue. At the end of
the demonstration, Mr. Celestine directed the people to sign the online
petition. The demonstration ended with a signature campaign near the
Main gate towards which people marched in silent protest holding
leaflets about Fr. Stan. The whole demonstration was telecasted via
Zoom and FB for the well-wishers who were unable to participate.
Media was also here to register the event.

J
3* .

S,

S




SXC, Palayamkottal
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On October 11, Jesuits at St. Xavier’s, Palayamkottai convened a preparatory
meeting of all the political parties and people’s movements to organise the
protest event against the unjust arrest of Fr. Stan Swamy SJ. About 30 of them
took part in that meeting and decided to conduct the protest on the following day
opposite to the Siddha College, Palayamkottai and also decided to conduct the
event in the name of People’s Citizenship Movement that was an effort initiated
by the Jesuits and others for garnering the strength of the people belonging to
various movements. All the necessary permissions were obtained by the party
1 € a d € r S :
Around 300 people belonging to various political parties and well-wishers of the
Jesuits took part in the protest event on 12 October. The District Secretaries of
DMK, Congress, MDMK, CPI (M), CPI, MNMK, SDPI, VCK, CPI (ML),
TMMK and the Bishop Emeritus of Palayamkottai Rt. Rev. Jude Paulraj spoke
in the protest meeting condemning the Government for orchestrating an unjust
and undemocratic act of arresting the 83-year-old Jesuit on false accusations.
There was a good representation of the religious congregations, the staff of our
Institutions in the protest and people of goodwill. Slogans were raised and all of
them decided not to leave this as it is but to continue to be united to safeguard

our people from fascist clutches.




Kalangarai Community, along with its field staffs, Community college
staffs and Centre staff, stood in solidarity with Fr. Stan Lourdusamy. Fr.
Kulandaisamy, the Director, shared his experience with Fr. Stan in ISI,
Bengaluru in the 1980s which pushed him to social action with
commitment. He further explained the gathering the process of the unjust
arrest of Fr. Stan by National Investigating Agency. The gathering
realized the need to raise our hands opposing the false accusation and
arrest of Fr. Stan. As a sign of protest, we shouted slogans and pledged to
pass this news to the people with whom we work. Fr. Francis Xavier, our
Campus Treasurer, thanked the gathering.
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LTI, Madurai

8l A meeting was held among the Jesuits to decide
upon how to show our dissent and stand with Fr.
3l Stan for the rights of the Adivasis. Fr. Francis
Thamburaj conscientized the staff and students

about the works of Fr. Stan and how he was
| arrested. We invited the staff, students,
neighbouring religious communities and parish
priests to take part in the silent protest. At 4pm
Fr. Xavier Antony gave an introduction, why

we protest and also explained the works of Fr.
Stan. About 100 people (7 Jesuits, 25 nuns, 5

priests, 23 staff, 24
students and 18 lay people)
joined us. We stood silent
in front of our shops on the
pavement of the road,
holding pluck cards for 40
minutes. It was well
received by the
neighbours. Thina Thanthi,
a Tamil Daily reported the
protest.
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St. Mary’s, Madurai
L

. On 12.10.2020, at St.

Mary’s, Madurai
- condemning the arrest

of Fr. Stan under UAPA
by NIA on 8 th
Oct.2020, a protest was
organized on 12 th Oct.,

: from 4 to 5 p.m. by
ie three Jesuit institutes i.e

St. Mary’s Hr. Sec.
School, DACA &
IDEAS-LAAS in

& collaboration with CRI

and hke-mmded democratlc secular Movements &amp; Human Rights
organization such as People’s Watch, SOCO Trust, SAMAM, Thamil Desa
Makkal Munnani, CSI etc. Roughly 100 people took part in the event with all
sincerity, holding placards and shouting slogans demanding the release of Fr.
Stan and 15 other Human Rights Activists arrested in the same case. Fr. Paul
Michael presided the protest and Advocates Mr. C.J. Rajan, Fr. Santhanam, Fr
Vargeesh Antony led the group in the process of shouting slogans. Mr.
Diyanthsankar Carr, former Principal of TTS, Mr.Ganesan, Mr. Mahaboob
Batcha, Mr.Sanmugavelu, Mr. Mee.Tha.Pandian Mr. Mahaboob John,

Ms.Jubaitha Banu, and Sr. Fatima

Antony SJL, former Principal of
Fatima College delivered
speeches highlighting the </

by Fr. Stan and 15

other Human Rights
activists and
condemning the

arrest of them
attributing motives
for their good deeds.




St. Mary’s, Madurai

The Letter of appeal to the Government written by Most. Rev. Dr.
Antony Pappusamy, the Archbishop of Madurai and the President of
the Tamil Nadu & Pondicherry Bishop’s Council was read out.
Finally, Fr Stephen L. Pragasam proposed the vote of thanks and the
protest came to an end.

The following day Fr. Paul Michael SJ called for a review meeting
which was attended by Frs. S.Marianathan , Stephen L. Pragasam,
Anbu (AAC), Henry(SXC), Santhanam (LAAS) and XAVIER Stock,
SJC. The following were strongly realized:

1. Madurai Jesuits have established a
strong network among the secular and
CRI groups which enabled the
Coordination successful.

2. We, the Jesuits, should involve to the
maximum extent to strengthen this
network.

3. One area where we need to concentrate
on is to align our network with like
minded political forces.
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PEAK , SHC, SHEMBAGANUR
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PEAK has organized the demonstration on the road of the Lower Hills of
Kodaikanal where the Tribal communities live thickly, namely Kaduguthadi,
Moolayar Junction near Pannaikaadu. Peak conscientised the people who Fr.
Stan Swamy why we need to raise up our voices against his ‘Fabricated’
Charges against him. People of good will and Tribal people came forward
with a lot of vigour to show their condemnation against the central
government through their placards, Chart paper shows. By the Peak
introduction, the tribal took the initiative to organize themselves and came
out to the road to show their anger against this brutality against Fr. Stan who
dedicated his entire life for the Tribal community. This demonstration was
done on 12th of October. There by, we, peal were watched by the CID police
and Q branch and thereby, we are very sure of this condemnation of the

people has been passed on to the State and Central government.
On the 18th October, as per the guidelines of the Province, and the request
made by the JCSA committee, a strong protest was organised in the nearby
parish, Child Jesus Church, Ugarthe Nagar. All Jesuits of the community
went for the Sunday mass and concientised the people and join the people
with fiery speech by Fr. Jerry sj, on Who Fr. Stan and why we need to
register our voices against his fabricated charges against him and condemn
his arrest. It was well organised and people supported the protest in a large
numbers. We had in two places namely, in front of the Church, and the one
near to the Arockiamatha church the substation of the parish but very prime

place just on the main Road.
Jesuits and Scholastics prepared the placards and Chart Papers, with
condemning words and slogans were very touching and motivating to
gather the people to register our voice against Fr. Stan’ Arrest.




Loyola College, Mettala
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To protest against the arrest of Fr Stan Swamy, S.J., on Oct 8 in Rachi in
Jharkhant State, Loyola College, Mettala, made a demonstration in front
of the College entrance as the local police did not allow us to conduct
human chain outside the College campus. The Jesuit fathers, academic
and administrative staff, students and parents and alumni took active part
in the protest. Some diocesan priests of Salem diocese under the guidance
of Fr. Gregory, Vicar Forane, Athur and religious nuns from Rasipuram
CRI unit also participated in it. Fr Maria Joseph Mahalingam, SJ,
Principal, enlightened the participants on the reasons behind falsely
implicating Fr Stan Swamy in Bhima- Goregaon issue and arresting him.
Holding placards, approximately all the 70 participants raised slogans
demanding the immediate release of not only Fr Stan but also other 15
persons implicated revengefully in this case and thrown into the
prison for the last two years. The by-passers and passengers by the
public transport on the highway from Athur to Rasipuram came
to know of the illegal and wunjust incarceration of

83-years-old Fr Stan. The protest which started at 4 pm
came to end at 5 pm.




a N NN
Loyola Institutions Chennai
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' Loyola  Institutions Chennai
s organized a Protest demanding to

release Fr. Stan Swamy SJ who was
falsely accused and was arrested by NIA.

Jesuits who gathered to show our solidarity
to stand with Stan holding placards in a long
1 g queue. The Spokesperson Fr. John Kumar SJ
= ~ ™4 said to the reporters, “We demand justice for
f a man who spent his life for the rights of
| B Adivasi and was falsely accused in
izl connection with Bhima Koregaon case. As he
£rBHM has been affected by Parkinson’s disease, the
2> 8l ocovernment should take it into consideration
sE2 of releasing Fr. Stan from detention.” A good
number of well-known TV channels were
present for the protest and telecasted the
NEWS in their channels. There were two
songs composed by Frs Jebamalai Raja, the
Provincial of CEN and Wenishraj to express
our solidarity with Fr Stan and other
activists.

During the protest, the CEN Jesuits Facebook

was live and it can be accessed on-



https://youtu.be/2vYXl20n5cQ
https://youtu.be/sQH-CmDmDR8
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=181082080216442&id=100049439529355

JPLI, Kasthambadi
L

On 12th of October, the JPLI community along with the other good
willed people in the Polur Taluk took to roads for the cause of the
immediate release of father Stan. About 30 people participated in the
protest including 16 pre-novices. All of them held the placards and
condemned the act of arresting Fr. Stan unjustly and demanded the
immediate release of Fr. Stan.

It was a silent protest showing our solidarity with Fr. Stan
at the Polur Bus Stand from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. We all
felt encouraged to support Fr. Stan's release and were
much inspired by his life and words. We hope that he

will be released soon.




To protest against the illegal

arrest of Fr. Stan Swamy and

others, we PARAN team
organized a rally at PARAN office.
PARAN staff and few Tribal college
students participated in it and we raised
our voice a%alnst the unjust punishment

for crimes they have not committed. The
awareness talk on the illegal arrest of Fr.
Stan was given by Fr. Packiaraj in the
rally. The slogans and posters were
prepared and pasted on the walls by Fr.
James Raja and students. The slogans
were repeatedly recited by all during
rally. To show the real gratitude towards
Fr. Stan and his team, we well
organized the rally in small group by
our Tribal students. It was good

and felt the oneness of Jesuit.
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Loyola College, Vettavalam

Loyola College, pp. %
Vettavalam  (LCV) “#ius
took a very proactive ! |68
step to address the
issue of the arrest of

Fr. Stan Swamy SJ, the octogenarian Dalit and tribal rights activist as
he has been wrongly implicated for the stupendous works he has done
among the Adivasis of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, west

Bengal and Western Bihar for the past 40 years.

The college organized a protest march. We started with social

awareness songs led by Fr. Britto Vincent, the principal. Fr. Selvaraj

Arulnathan, the superior highlighted the great service of Fr. Stan

Swamy both at ISI, Bangalore and Bagaicha, Ranchi during which he

has empowered thousands of Dalits and Adivasis in order to claim their
rights and fight for justice.

From the stage, we took out a procession to the gate and displayed
ourselves with placards and posters which read the various demands for
his release and deliverance of justice. We then made some slogans and
distributed handbills to the bystanders and travellers containing the life
and mission of Fr. Stan. Fr. Britto Vincent, thanked all the staff and
students for their committed efforts to join the movement for the release
of Fr. Stan Swamy. It was well
appreciated and people were thankful
to the Jesuits for such a great doyen of
human rights
engagement.




Arulagam, Harur

We, Jesuits of Arulagam Community,
Harur, along with parishioner and School
staff had silent protest for the release of
Fr. Stan. We printed flex and posted in the
entrance of the campus. Fr. Paul Benedict
wrote a poem demanding justice for Fr.
Stan which is made in to poster and asked
our staff to keep in their status and upload
in the social media. In solidarity with Fr.

Stan, our catechism student recited rosary
for the justice of Fr. Stan and other
fourteen members.
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AICUF

## On 12th October, National Solidarity
=% Day “Stand with Fr Stand” was
S observed in AICUF  National
& Secretariat, Aicuf House in the form of
il Sit- in- Dharna. Prof Lenin, Loyola
& College, Chennai addressed the
@8 gathering and inaugurated the dharna.
B ['rom 3-4pm, there were 30 students
® and AICUF staff shouting slogans to
-~ I release Fr Stand Swamy SJ and under
i the guidance of Fr N Sarathi, the Aicuf
¢ State adviser, the protest group walked
S along shouting slogans towards Loyola
College main gate to join the silent
protest of the Loyola College
management, staff and students under
the guidance of social action
commission. AICUF programme was
organized jointly by National Tamil
Nadu AICUF an% Forum for Justice and
i e eace.
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WE STAND UNITED b
FOR JUSTICE.. 7"
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TAMIL NADU JESUITS AND SOLIDARITY
ORGANISATIONS

PRESS RELEASE (Proposed)

ON THE ARBITRARY ARREST OF FR. STAN
SWAY.SJ

DATED 12 OCTOBER 2020

Tamil Nadu Jesuits and Solidarity Organisations condemn the arrest of
octogenarian Adivasi and Dalit activist Fr. Stan Swamy by the
National Investigating Agency (NIA). The fifty years of his dedication

has been desecrated.

We are deeply troubled by the arrest of Fr. Stan Swamy by the NIA. By this
arrest the State has desecrated his fifty years of dedicated life for the
empowerment of Adivasis and Dalits of Bihar and Jharkhand.

Fr. Stan Swamy is a right based activist Jesuit priest born in Tamil Nadu. At
his early age itself he left his native, joined the Jesuit Order of the Catholic
Church well known all over the world for its stellar service in the field of
education and for its commitment to the welfare of the poor, refugees,
migrants and marginalized sections of society.

Fr. Stan Swamy regarded tribal areas of Bihar and Jharkhand as his second
birth place. Over the past decades, he has focused his researches and
writings on the existing socio economic inequality, exploitation of Adivasis
and Dalits and degradation of environment by mass mining and forcible
alienation of land of the indigenous people as against rights and
entitlements of the native people enshrined in the Indian Constitution and
statutes. All through his life he remained a law abiding citizen, teaching and

practicing Constitutional values and rights.
We understand that Fr. Stan Swamy has been wrongly implicated into
the Bhima-Koregaon case. Since the aspirations of land encroachers
and degrading miners buttressed by the then party in power in
the State were obstructed and thwarted through the
vigilance of Adivasis, the NIA has subtly has implicated
him into this case.




We observe that initially Maharashtra police had booked
Fr. Stan Swamy as a ‘suspected-accused’ in
Bhima-Koregaon case and consequently raided twice on 28
August 2018 and 12 June 2019. From the entry of the NIA, the
agency had been trying to establish that Fr. Stan was personally and
through him Bagaicha, the social work and research centre linked to
extremist forces. Fr. Stan had denied both these allegations in strongest
terms, while the NIA interrogated him for nearly 15 hours during a span of 5
days on July 27,28,29,30 and August 6 with his utmost cooperation. It is also
learnt that apart from his bio-data and some factual information, several extracts
allegedly taken from his computer implicating his connection to Maoist forces
were placed before him. He told the enquiry officer of the NIA that all these were
fabrications stealthily put into his computer and he disowned them. Even then Fr.
Stan Swamy has expressed his willingness for further interrogation through
videoconferencing due to his age, illness and Covid 19 pandemic. But all these
have been ignored by the NIA.
On 08 October at 7:30 P.M. Fr. Stan Swamy was taken into custody by the NIA
from his residence at Bagaicha at Ranchi, Jharkhand and produced before the NIA
Court at Mumbai on 09 October which has remanded to Judicial Custody. Charge
sheet has also been filed charging him along with others under Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA). The NIA arresting him in the night and airlifting him to
Mumbai are sheer unwarranted steps of the NIA. It appears by such acts that the
NIA has attempted to make it sensational and dramatic. At this juncture, we wish
to bring to everybody’s attention ‘Jail is an Exception and Bail is the Rule’ a
famous remark of Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer in a judgement.
We consider the arrest and detention of Fr. Stan Swamy, who has devoted all his
life to selfless service and defense and protection of basic human and fundamental
rights of the poor, marginalized and exploited Adivasi and Dalit population of the
State of Jharkhand, are arbitrary. In another instance, there is a total disregard
by the State of its constitutional mandate proclaimed in the Preamble,
enshrined in the Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles in our
Constitution
In this background, we demand the immediate release of Fr. Stan
Swamy and all the other innocent human rights defenders
arrested under the UAPA.




The country has borne a number of draconian laws like

TADA and POTA, which have been repealed after nationwide

protests due to its abuse and misuse to prevent legitimate dissent

and freedom of expression thereof. The UAPA, under which Fr. Stan

Swamy and several others have been arrested and detained, is one such

law falling into same category as TADA and POTA and ought to be repealed

for the same reasons. The present Government should not fail to learn from the
history, because history is the greatest teacher.

We are also impressed by his unswayed conviction to serve the Advasis and Dalits
and unparalleled boldness to face any eventuality for this commitment. We also
thank one and all who stand with him in solidarity.

Released by
TAMIL NADU JESUITS
AND SOLIDARITY ORGANISATIONS




